60 000 YEARS OF AUSTRALIAN
TECHNOLOGICAL CREATIVITY

Australia has always had some of the world’s greatest technological
achievements right in its own backyard.

Aboriginal Australians have always been one of the most creative and
innovative users and makers of tools, technology and cultural objects in
the world. They also solved some of the big issues facing human
beings over the millennia for instance, how to chain the power of fire,
how to travel on water, and how to make a decent living in harsh
environments.

The pre-European record of this continent demonstrates major and
regular shifts in tools and technology and wide regional differences. It
is clear that over thousands of years, various innovations of tools as
well as of social and cultural forms occurred and that these new things
moved across the continent in different directions. The result was a
dynamic and changing scene.

In pre-European times, individual Aboriginal craftsmen and women
were skilful and inventive with a careful and opportunistic eye for
improvements in their manufacturing techniques and materials. Over
time, optimum solutions emerged which were sound adaptations to
prevailing conditions. However, when new ideas or materials presented
themselves, Aboriginal people were quick to adopt them.

Over the last several hundred years, we see a great deal of evidence of
this change and creativity. The change was not necessarily because of
the presence of Europeans as such, but rather because of the greatly
increased opportunities for Aboriginal creativity given the new
materials, new situations and, in some places, the need for subsistence
technology improvements because of environmental degradations.
Extraordinary examples of this creativity are on display at the South
Australian Museum in an Innovate SA tribute to thousands of years of
Aboriginal creativity.
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